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judged it necessary for the safeguarding of the other clauses
of the Treaty of Paris. This reversed completely to Russia's
disadvantage the principle of the closure of the Straits,
which in its origin had been intended to provide Russia
with a lock and chain at the Dardanelles for the protection
of her shores and her influence over Turkey. At the Con-
gress of Berlin, England had declared that "her obligations,
concerning the closure of the Straits, were limited to an
engagement to the Sultan to respect in this matter only the
independent decisions of the Sultan"; in other words, Eng-
land was not obliged to respect the decision of the Sultan
if the latter tried to close the Straits at Russia's demand,
for such a decision would not be "independent." England,
Saburov concluded, was reserving the right to enter the
Straits and threaten Russian interests whenever she pleased.
Russia's lock and chain were valueless therefore, unless she
could get the support of Germany and Austria.27 This is
what Saburov wanted and what Bismarck was willing to
give, in return for the restoration of friendly relations with
Russia, A friendly agreement with Russia would mean a
renewal of the League of the Three Emperors, and tend to
guarantee the peace of Europe. Saburov had also been
duly impressed by the Austro-German Alliance and began
to realize Russia's diplomatic isolation. Russia was anxious
again for German and Austrian support,
Bismarck, on his side, in spite of his relatively friendly
relations at this time with France, could never wholly rid
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